obtain the necessary authority of their res-
pective legislatures by getting them to adopt
this resolution, unless in the meantime they,
can convince their legislatures that circum-
stances in terms of 2 and 3 have come into
existence which renders such resolution un-
necessary.
.5. If the British Government are serious in their
professions that they are fighting for demo-
cracy, they cannot marshal the moral opi-
nion of the world in their favour except by
declaring that India will be a free and demo-
cratic country at the end of the war and
that in the meantime ilt has taken steps to
implement the assurance so far as it is prac-
ticable under martial conditions.
6.    If for some reason   the  British  Government
takes a different view the Ministries will find
it impossible to function.
7.    The resolution may be kept back for a week
if  the members of the War Sub-Committee
agree.    Bust it must   be   clearly   understood
that before the A.-I.C.C. meets, the Working
Committee,  which meets  on the 4th,  must
have definite material to give the lead to 'the
A.-LC.C. and the country.
The offer was rejected.
It would have been possible for the Congress to
remain in office and associate themselves with the
War. It would then have been an indispensable and
extra-constitutional ally of the Centre. It would have
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